
A January Discipleship Experiment 

The Word of God 

God is a communicator. Which only makes sense. Why would he create humans in his 
own image and not communicate to them? And how would we know him unless he 
took the initiative to tell us what is true about himself, about ourselves, and about our 
world? Fortunately he didn’t leave us in the dark, but has inspired the writing of the 
Bible and shepherded it through the ages so that we have it in our hands today. And so 
we take it upon ourselves to “rightly handle the word of truth” (2Tim. 2:15) so that we 
don’t miss any of what God is revealing to us. Being in the Word, we can hear from 
God, become saturated in truth, and grow into maturity as a follower of Jesus.


Here are some important questions regarding the Bible and its role in our lives.


1. Where did the Bible come from? 

The Heart and mind of a God who longs to communicate to us. He inspired

Human Authors who wrote the

“Autographs" (Original Docs) which were treasured by God’s people and made into

Copies. Lots and lots of copies. These collected copies were synthesized into a

Critical Text which is the basis for making

Translations in local languages and dialects so we people can understand it. 

2. Why do we have the Bible? 
Because this is a God who communicates.

	 Why?

Because he wants us to know truth about himself and us

	 Why?

Because it will set us free (John 8:32)

	 	 	 

Ultimately, here is what the Bible does:

a) It reveals and teaches us Truth - it anchors us in God’s teaching and what we need 
to know about our journey of being restored to God through Christ. It brings us ultimate 
freedom, which is the freedom from NOT knowing what to believe nor how to live.

b) It trains us in godly living (2Timothy 3:16,17)

c) It facilitates our transformation and spiritual growth (John 17:17)

	 - Because there is power in it. (Isaiah 55:11 and Ephesians 5:25)


- Because the HS uses it to convict us of sin, enlighten us, and illuminate the 
truth we need to hear! (2 Peter 1:3,4; Psalm 119:9-11; Hebrews 4:12)


 

3. How do we approach it? 
Many ways:

We Hear it through sermons and good teaching.

We Read it regularly so we have a wide and deep view of all that God has revealed.




We Study it by learning the skills of hermeneutics, which is the science of studying the 
meaning of the text. (2 Tim. 2:15)

We Meditate on it.  (Joshua 1:8)

We Memorize it so that it is always available to our minds and hearts. (Psalm 119:11)


4. How do we go about accurately interpreting what God is saying in his word to 
us? In other words, what is the process of “rightly handling the word of truth? 

a) We observe the details and context. We are simply asking, “What does it say?” Or 
“What is going here?”


b) We consider what this text meant to its original recipients. We ask, “What did it 
mean for THEM?


c) We consider which theological principles (Truth) this text communicates to any and 
all recipients, cultures, and times. We ask, “What does it mean for ME?”


d) We reflect on how we could or should apply this truth in my life and journey today.  
As we study carefully, we are also the inviting the Holy Spirit to engage with our spirit 
and lead us into all truth. (John 16:13)


Let’s try this 31-day experiment for the month of January. 

1) Have a daily time of reading/studying God’s word.


2) Then, in your journal complete the two following reflections:


	 a) “The Holy Spirit is illuminating this TRUTH for me today…”


	 b) “I think I might be able to apply this to my life by… “


	 and here is a bonus: c) “This passage also leaves me with these questions…”


—————————————————————————————————-


We pray this time in the Bible is rich and exciting. We think you will discover all kinds of 
new ways to apply his word to your life. Share your story with us by writing 
jeff@marincovenant.org.  Grace and peace to you in abundance.
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